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Subject: Re: HLC Distance Educa2on Applica2on -- Correc2ons of Factual Errors
Date: Friday, March 19, 2021 at 2:24:17 PM Central Daylight Time
From: Jeff Rosen
To: Lorna Lague, Brian Dingmann
AFachments: Outlook-signature_.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza2on. Do not click links or open aTachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Lorna:

I have checked with my colleagues at HLC and am pleased to inform you that your ins2tu2on may
certainly award a degree to any student who took more than 50% of his/her credits online, owing to
the fact that all ins2tu2ons are essen2ally covered by the federally granted flexibili2es allowing such
ac2on under the current pandemic emergency guidelines, which is to say that such allowances will
con2nued to be permiTed un2l the government declares an end to the emergency.

HLC's ongoing desire to assure quality in a distance educa2on environment prompted the course taken
to urge all ins2tu2ons to come into compliance by the end of 2020.  That said, White Earth should
con2nue to work on addressing the concerns raised by the peer review team that prompted its denial
recommenda2on, so that, should the de facto grace period end some2me in 2021, your ins2tu2on is
prepared to submit a new applica2on with successful results.

I hope this brings you and your students some good news.  Please let me know if you have any
ques2ons or concerns.  Best for the weekend.

Jeff

--------------
Jeffrey H. Rosen, Ph.D.
Vice President for Accredita2on Rela2ons and
        Director of the Open Pathway
Higher Learning Commission
312.263.0456 or 800.621.7440
jrosen@hlcommission.org

From: Lorna Lague <lorna.lague@WETCC.EDU>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 2:18 PM
To: Jeff Rosen <jrosen@hlcommission.org>; Brian Dingmann <brian.dingmann@WETCC.EDU>
Subject: Re: HLC Distance Educa2on Applica2on -- Correc2ons of Factual Errors
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.
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Hello Jeff! Thank you for the informa2on.
 
I know Brian is sor2ng everything out and figuring out our next steps, but in the mean2me, I have a pressing
ques2on regarding our students. Since this is the third semester we have had to transi2on to online due to
the pandemic and temporary approval was only through December 31st, I am afraid we will have a few
students who will be gelng ready to graduate soon and will exceed the 50% limit of online courses.  We
need advice and guidance on how to handle these students in par2cular to ensure their gradua2on is not
nega2vely impacted.
 
At this 2me we’re praying Fall will begin to put the pandemic behind us, but that is yet to be seen.  In the
event Fall is also impacted even temporarily, we would then have two full years of online due to the
pandemic. This leaves me very concerned about the students who have worked so hard throughout this 2me
and what this means to their credits and gradua2on?
 
Please advise,
Lorna
 
 
 

From: Jeff Rosen <jrosen@hlcommission.org>
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 4:43 PM
To: Brian Dingmann <brian.dingmann@WETCC.EDU>
Cc: Lorna LaGue <lorna.lague@WETCC.EDU>
Subject: Re: HLC Distance Educa2on Applica2on -- Correc2ons of Factual Errors
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza2on. Do not click links or open aTachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Brian and Lorna:
 
I recognize the situa2on that you are in as one of great concern for your students.  In order to resolve a
posi2ve way forward, let’s take the maTer step by step, which might provide a provisional solu2on
that would s2ll keep White Earth in compliance with HLC standards.
 
First, it is important to return the drap report for “correc2on of any factual errors” asap; this typically
translates to spellings of proper nouns and loca2ons; it is not meant to take issue with the team’s
observa2ons or its formal recommenda2ons.  Of course, reading the drap will allow you to prepare for
the formal “ins2tu2onal response”, which is sent to you aper the report has been finalized.
 
Once you receive the ins2tu2onal response form along with your final report from HLC, you will need
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Once you receive the ins2tu2onal response form along with your final report from HLC, you will need
to determine if you are in agreement with the conclusions and recommenda2ons of the team.  If the
team has pointed out specific “areas of concern” or clearly iden2fied opportuni2es where you can
devote your resources to improve prac2ces and outcomes in the online classroom, and that you agree
would be in the best interests of students, then you should agree with the team’s recommenda2ons
and seek to remedy or improve the online learning plasorm and faculty input that exists at present. 
 
I recognize these might be difficult to “fix” but perhaps they can be improved incrementally, via
partnerships, or from some other means.  But here is the key point:  If you can iden2fy some “low
hanging fruit” with which to begin addressing ways to improve your delivery of online educa2on, you
should iden2fy these opportuni2es clearly and then appeal to IAC on your “Ins2tu2onal Response”
form to reduce the typical six-months 2me period that usually follows a formal IAC denial.  In addi2on,
I would write a leTer of support to IAC to reduce that six-month wai2ng period in support of the
College.
 
That is, IAC can permit you to re-apply for online learning status (and thereby avoid poten2al nega2ve
USDE sanc2ons that you allude to in your note) if you make this formal appeal (and have tangible,
doable goals iden2fied upon which you can work) in your “Ins2tu2onal Response” form.  In this way,
you can maintain the momentum you have begun to improve your online delivery program, and s2ll
stay in compliance with HLC regula2ons.
 
Does this sound like a possible solu2on that you would consider pursuing?  Please let me know when
you can.
 
Best,
 
Jeff
 
——————————
Jeffrey H. Rosen, Ph.D.
Vice President for Accredita2on Rela2ons
                and Director, Open Pathway
Higher Learning Commission
COVID-19 Updates:  hTps://www.hlcommission.org/General/coronavirus-updates.html
800.621.7440 or Direct: 312.881.8139
 
 
From: Brian Dingmann <brian.dingmann@WETCC.EDU>
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 3:46 PM
To: Jeffrey Rosen <jrosen@hlcommission.org>
Cc: Lorna Lague <lorna.lague@WETCC.EDU>
Subject: FW: HLC Distance Educa2on Applica2on -- Correc2ons of Factual Errors
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hlcommission.org%2FGeneral%2Fcoronavirus-updates.html&data=04%7C01%7Cjrosen%40hlcommission.org%7C34f40fb453e348f62b0b08d8ea4293e3%7C063c23355b6e4400994abb5785351426%7C1%7C0%7C637516918969254182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ROyP4oruw6%2F3OtxYjIo2Oe5zEZGKu0KPpLvN4Dhb85c%3D&reserved=0
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Hi, Jeff.
 
The aTached document needs to be sent to HLC, but it is a denial to our applica2on to deliver the online
Associate of Arts degree online. 
 
Since WETCC has now had three semesters of COVID-19 related instruc2on, we are very concerned about our
students exceeding the 50% threshold for online coursework.   Is there any recourse regarding our applica2on
or a possibility of a waiver for ins2tu2ons that are denied through this applica2on process? 
 
If we could discuss this further via phone, I would appreciate it, but any sugges2ons would be welcome.
 
Take care,
 
Brian
 
From: Rebecca H. Stankowski <stankowski@pnw.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:40 PM
To: Brian Dingmann <brian.dingmann@WETCC.EDU>
Subject: HLC Distance Educa2on Applica2on -- Correc2ons of Factual Errors
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza2on. Do not click links or open aTachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Hi, Brian,
 
Aper considerable delibera2on, the change panel has come to a decision, which is outlined in the aTached.
 
If you could please review that and let me know of any factual errors that need to be corrected by the close
of business this Friday, March 19, it would be much appreciated. Once it is correct and finalized, the report
will be submiTed to the HLC.
 
The team applauds your efforts, and encourages White Earth Tribal and Community College to con2nue
working to best meet the needs of the students who rely on the educa2onal offerings that are so important
to them.
 
Best,
Becky Stankowski
--
Rebecca House Stankowski, PhD | Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Ins2tu2onal Effec2veness | Purdue University Northwest | 219.989.2239 | stankowski@pnw.edu
pnw.edu/planning-ins2tu2onal-effec2veness/

mailto:stankowski@pnw.edu
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CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION:  This electronic mail message and any aTachments are intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above
and may contain
informa2on that is privileged and confiden2al.  If you are not an intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to
the intended
recipient, you are hereby no2fied that any dissemina2on, distribu2on, or copying of this communica2on is strictly prohibited.  If you received this e-
mail message
in error, please immediately no2fy the sender and delete this e-mail from your computer.
 
 
The information contained in this communication is confidential and intended only for the use of the recipient named above, and may be legally
privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please resend it to
the sender and delete the original message and copy of it from your computer system. Opinions, conclusions and other information in this message that
do not relate to our official business should be understood as neither given nor endorsed by the organization.


